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bordering on Prester John's country1, and discovered in the inner parts of America, if we may give any credit to their own writers.
Their firm adherence to their religion is no less remarkable than their numbers and dispersion, especially considering it as persecuted or contemned over the face of the whole earth. This is likewise the more remarkable if we consider the frequent apostasies of this people when they lived under their kings in the Land of Promise, and within sight of their temple.
If in the next place we examine what may be the natural reasons for these three particulars which we find in the Jews, and which are not to be found in any other religion or people, I can in the first place attribute their numbers to nothing but their constant employment, their abstinence, their exemption from wars, and, above all, their frequent marriages; for they look on celibacy as an accursed state, and generally are married before twenty, as hoping the Messiah may descend from them.
The dispersion of the Jews into all the nations of the earth is the second remarkable particular of that people, though not so hard to be accounted for. They were always in rebellions and tumults while they had the temple and holy city in view, for which reason they have often been driven out of their old habitations in the Land of Promise: they have as often been banished out of most other places where they have settled, which must very much disperse and scatter a people, and oblige them to seek a livelihood where they can find it. Besides, the whole people is now a race of such merchants as are wan-derers by profession, and, at the same time, are in most if not all places incapable of either lands or offices that might engage them to make any part of the world their home.
i In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries it was believed that a powerful king, who was both a Christian and a priest, ruled in Central Asia about A.D. 1200.